
Agnosticism, Aldous Huxley, Freud and God    

The word ‘agnosticism’ is from the Greek word for knowledge (gnosis) with the prefix ‘a’ 

meaning ‘without.’ Thus, ‘agnosis’ means ‘without knowledge.’ An agnostic is a person who 

does not know if God exists, or some (more broadly), state it is difficult to hold any truth 

with certainty. They’re not committed to believing in the existence or nonexistence of a 

god; God may exist, but say we can’t be sure or know anything about Him. Agnostics who 

believe Jesus existed accept Him as a great moral teacher, but claim it is impossible to know anything of His deity. 

LIFE POSITION Agnostics believe they should live life according to their own morals and ethics and hope 

everything works out in “the end.“ 

TWO FORMS Agnosticism typically takes one of two forms: hard and soft. The hard agnostic says “a person can’t 

know anything for sure.” However, this is self-defeating as the hard agnostic says he knows for sure that he can’t 

know anything for sure -- an untenable position which must be discarded. 

    The soft agnostic says he/she “knows nothing for sure.” Of course, humans can know a truth, but the agnostic 

struggles with how a truth can be shown to be true (which is the philosophical dilemma known as epistemology: 

“how do we know, and how do we know that we know?”).   

TRUTH OR SPECULATION? Evolutionist Julian Huxley’s criteria for determining when to be agnostic about a 

particular truth claim has a first condition: a belief cannot be idle speculation, incapable of verification. This seems 

reasonable, since pure conjecture should not be a basis for accepting a belief.  

FALSEIFICATION His second condition (the principle of falsification), also appears logical: a lie should not be 

believed. Yet, New Testament writers never state their beliefs were based on hearsay or unauthenticated events. 

Quite the opposite; they recorded occurrences that happened in actual space/time, and saw the events 

themselves. For example, Peter wrote, “when we made known to you the power of Jesus, we were eyewitnesses” 

(2 Peter 1:16). Paul wrote that if Jesus did not rise from the grave -- defeating death -- then faith in God and Christ 

is literally “empty.” (1 Corinthians 15:13–14).  That, Paul says, is how Christianity can be falsified (proven untrue): 

find his dead body and the Christian faith and belief in its God is undone. 

     But Jesus didn’t stay dead; He “appeared to Peter, then to 12…then to more than 500 at one time… then to 

James, then to all the apostles..” (1 Corinthians 15:5–8). Paul literally asks his readers to verify his words with any 

of the more than 500 alive at his time of writing, who saw Jesus alive after his crucifixion, death, and burial. 

TODAY & TRUTH But, given that we can’t talk to those eyewitnesses today, how can modern-day people know 

that the apostles told or wrote the truth? They answer that by their deaths: all except John were martyred for 

their public statements about God as Jesus. People may be deceived and die for a lie, but no one dies for what he 

knows is a lie. To save their lives, the apostles only had to recant -- say they didn’t see Jesus alive after he died -- 

but none did. As professor P. Kreeft points out: “Why would apostles lie? If they lied, what was their motive? What 

they got out of their assertions was rejection, persecution, torture, and martyrdom. Hardly a list of perks!” 

WISH FULFILLMENT Huxley said belief should be discarded if its sole purpose is to satisfy some psychological 

desire – producing false hope. This measure for a belief is also rational – since the only reason to believe anything 

is if this particular ‘thing’ (truth claim) is true. Psychiatrist Freud is often quoted to show religious beliefs fail such 

a test: “They are illusions, fulfillments of the…most urgent wishes of mankind.” 

     However, Freud’s criteria do nothing to prove or disprove God; his assertion cuts both ways. Isn’t it also 

possible that atheists have wishes and urges, too -- perhaps a wish that no God will ever call them to account for 

their actions? Such desire can be very motivating and drive a person to hold an agnostic or atheistic position. So, 

Freud’s premise fails to determine if the truth claims of God are valid or not. 



TANGIBLE EVIDENCE The New Testament passes all criteria for judging its validity as accurate, historical work; the 

bibliographical test (manuscript reliability and early dating), internal-evidence test (multiple-key testimonies all of 

which match), and the external-evidence test (outside evidence that corroborates the document’s testimony) 

with flying colors. Second, it’s not written like a lie. If a lie, its writers would have presented apostles and other 

‘leaders’ as heroic and good. But its writers included distasteful accounts, such as Jesus being buried by a member 

of the Sanhedrin, Peter’s repeated failures, women being the first witnesses of His resurrection (with men 

rejecting the women’s message), and other cultural matters unpopular at the time. 

    They wrote with commitment to accuracy no matter where it led – even to their martyrdom – which was 

certainly not desirable from a psychological perspective and would produce no false hopes in them, as they would 

obviously know their claims were false if they’d been lying. Thus, the New Testament accounts of God and Jesus 

overcome Huxley’s hurdles for being agnostic. 

BASIS Much of the basis for agnosticism comes from the idea that for anything to be ‘real’, it must be scientifically 

verifiable -- and since we can’t put God under a microscope, we can’t prove He exists. However, there is much 

verifiable, tangible evidence for God’s existence from the Bible, requiring one to believe in its truthfulness (see 

the flyer “Why believe the Bible?” on Sheriffnet’s Empower Spirit page).  

Also, God places knowledge of Himself and His laws, within everyone: “The work of the law is written on their 

hearts…conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them” (Romans 2:15). 

Plus, our environment points to the reality of God: “God has shown…his 

eternal power and divine nature…ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made.” (Romans 1:18-20). “The heavens declare the 

glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours 

out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.” (Psalm 19:1-2).  

God even works in everyday details of people’s lives, giving them choice to 

accept His love and offer of eternal life: “he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 

the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek 

God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.…” (Acts 17:26-27). 

A person who claims to be agnostic about God or Christianity should seriously reconsider his  or her position. The 

hard agnostic position is ruled out as self-defeating. The soft agnostic position is challenged by evidence of 

scripture’s truth and creation. The more logical conclusion for the agnostic to reach -- once everything has been 

examined -- seems to be that Christianity is true, and God exists. 

FINALLY 

There is plenty of evidence, but not the kind most agnostics will allow. Each decides to accept or reject that 

evidence, and that decision carries eternal consequences. Only the person who has decided in his or her heart 

to reject truth could read the Bible and not know they are words of truth. Read the book of John’s 21 chapters -- 

one a day -- and in three weeks you’ll be through it. God loves all and wants each to know and respond to Him – 

to gain eternal life. 
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